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DRAFT CONSUMER CREDIT (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) CODE AMENDMENT ORDER 2006 
Assembly’s Message 

Message from the Assembly notifying that it had approved the draft Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Code 
Amendment Order 2006, a copy of which was laid on the table of the Assembly on 2 May 2006, and requesting 
the Legislative Council to agree to a similar resolution now considered. 

Approval - Motion 
HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan - Parliamentary Secretary) [2.23 pm]:  I move without notice -  

That this house approves the draft Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Code Amendment Order 2006, 
a copy of which was laid on the table of the house on 2 May 2006 pursuant to the Consumer Credit 
(Western Australia) Act 1996. 

The purpose of the Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Code Amendment Order 2006 is to adopt consumer 
credit aspects of the Queensland Consumer Credit and Trade Measurement Amendment Bill 2006.  For the 
benefit of members, Western Australia is a signatory to the Australian Uniform Credit Laws Agreement 1993, 
which commits Western Australia to maintaining uniform consumer laws. 
The Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Act 1996 was amended in July 2003 to enable the template Consumer 
Credit Code and regulations as set out in the Consumer Credit (Queensland) Act 1994 to apply as law in Western 
Australia.  The reforms included a provision whereby amendments made to the code or regulations in 
Queensland would apply in Western Australia only following an order being published in the Government 
Gazette by the Governor.  An order cannot, however, be made in Western Australia unless each house of 
Parliament has first approved a draft of the order. 
I will now provide detail in regard to the specific Consumer Credit Code amendments being adopted by way of 
the Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Code Amendment Order 2006 - the draft order.  The draft order adopts 
amendments in relation to the extension of the sunset date for the mandatory comparison rates scheme and e-
commerce provisions.  Firstly, I will deal with the sunset provisions contained in the draft order.  The current 
mandatory comparison rates regime set out under part 9A of the Consumer Credit Code requires all credit 
advertisements that contain an annual percentage rate to quote a comparison rate, and requires credit providers, 
linked providers and finance brokers to supply consumers with schedules of comparison rates.  These provisions 
are currently subject to a three-year sunset clause, which expires in Western Australia on 9 July 2006.  The 
purpose of the draft order is to defer the sunset date for the Consumer Credit Code’s mandatory comparison rates 
regime by up to a further year.  This deferral is necessary to allow adequate time for the national review of the 
regime to be finalised and for its recommendations to be considered by the Ministerial Council on Consumer 
Affairs.  I now turn to the e-commerce aspects of the draft Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Code 
Amendment Order 2006.  The e-commerce amendments emanate from the post-implementation review of the 
Consumer Credit Code, which recommended that the existing electronic transactions legislation be utilised and 
built upon to ensure that code-regulated transactions could be made electronically.  The purpose of these 
amendments is to harmonise the Consumer Credit Code with the commonwealth Electronic Transactions Act 
1999, while at the same time adopting specific consumer protection measures that arise out of the consumer 
credit environment.  Adoption of these amendments is regarded as urgent, as any delays in Western Australia’s 
adoption process will have serious implications for credit providers wishing to roll out significant national 
system changes to accommodate the e-commerce provisions.   

As required under the legislation, the draft order was referred to the Legislative Council Standing Committee on 
Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review on 4 April 2006.  The committee subsequently tabled its tenth report 
on 25 May 2006.  The recommendation contained in the report states - 

 The Committee recommends that if the Legislative Council is asked to approve a draft Order which 
adopts Part 2 of the Consumer Credit and Trade Measurement Amendment Bill 2006 (Qld), then it be 
approved. 

I would like to thank the committee for the work it did on that report.  I note that the committee’s report refers to 
the need to amend the Electronic Transactions Regulations 2003 in order to facilitate the e-commerce 
arrangements in the Consumer Credit Code.  I wish to confirm that arrangements are in place to proceed with 
making the necessary amendments to the Electronic Transactions Regulations 2003.  In closing, I commend the 
motion to the house so that these provisions can be implemented.  This will ensure that laws governing consumer 
credit in Western Australia remain consistent with credit laws applicable throughout Australia. 

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [2.26 pm]:  I have had a briefing on this, for which I thank the 
parliamentary secretary.  As I pointed out when I spoke on this matter, I have been a little dubious about 
electronic transactions.  However, I am assured that from the point of view of security and protection, the 
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business transactions are done in a proper and secure way.  I am happy with that.  The deferral of the sunset 
clause seems to me also to be reasonable, given there is a national review in place and that will go on to the 
ministerial council.  I am happy with the message we are dealing with. 

HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [2.27 pm]:  The opposition has examined this question and 
concurs with the motion and will support it.  I note that the committee in its report has referred a couple of 
matters to the house for its information.  The opposition has noted those matters, which relate basically to some 
technical Henry VIII clauses, and makes its decision to support this motion having weighed those matters 
carefully. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [2.28 pm]:  The Greens will also support this motion.  We 
acknowledge that this amendment order was subject to a brief inquiry by the Standing Committee on Uniform 
Legislation and Statutes Review.  It produced report No 10 this month and I have had an opportunity to go 
through it.  I am satisfied the committee has provided an adequate level of scrutiny.  Indeed, this is not a 
complicated matter.  I thank the government for providing a briefing on this matter.  We are happy to support its 
passage, as it has been identified as a matter of some urgency. 
Question put and passed. 
 


